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Introduction

In Ontario kindergarten children, measures of early child de-
velopment (ECD) indicate worsening outcomes over the last
two provincial measurements (2012-2015), particularly among
indicators of early physical, emotional and social development.
This is despite significant investments in early childhood in the
province through the roll-out of universal full day kindergarten.

Objectives and Approach

Our objective is to uncover correlates of change in the mea-
sures of ECD using the Early Development Instrument (EDI)
between 2012 and 2015, particularly in relation to the average
home/neighbourhood environments of students where school-
level outcomes declined. This analysis links individual EDI
data in Ontario, with 2016 DA-level Canadian Census data
aggregated to the school level. The EDI is a kindergarten
teacher-completed questionnaire measuring school readiness
across five domains of child development. The schools are
classified into groups based on whether they experienced sta-
tistically meaningful change in the domains of the EDI over
the observed timeframe.

Results

The changes observed at the provincial level were consistent
with those observed at the school level. Developmental vul-
nerability increased overall, in the Physical Health and Well-
being, Social Competence and Emotional Maturity domains.
Vulnerability decreased in the Language and Cognitive De-
velopment and Communication Skills and General Knowledge
domains. While the analyses are still ongoing, preliminary
findings suggest that schools with a higher proportion of chil-
dren from high immigrant, and high income neighbourhoods
tended to improve more than other schools. These along with
some other socioeconomic neighbourhood characteristics iden-
tify sub-groups of schools that tended to see more positive or
negative change on average across the five domains. We will
supplement these findings using the time of introduction of
the free full-day kindergarten program in each school.

Conclusion/Implications
The presentation breaks down recent trends in kindergarten
school readiness to identify schools that did better or worse
than average based on socioeconomic and demographic char-
acteristics. The analysis will also incorporate the timing of the
introduction of full-day kindergarten into each school, provid-
ing insight into the effects of the program.
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