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In this paper we systematically analyse all of the linkage
possibilities that may be formed using Scottish birth, death
and marriage records. We distinguish entity linkage, in which
a single individual is identified as appearing in two records, and
relationship linkage in which relationships between the individ-
uals appearing on records are established. We identify a subset
of the linkages that are possible which we call strong linkage
opportunities in which links are established using many fields.
Using multiple strong linkage opportunities and the relation-
ships between different actors on the records we show how
linkage confidence may be increased. Finally we demonstrate
how these links may be combined to perform full linkage over
the Scottish records being digitised in the Digitising Scotland
project.
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