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Educational attainment is a key variable in social-scientific re-
search. In the Netherlands, most information on educational
attainment is obtained from various registers of the Ministry
of Education. These cover student enrollments in nearly all
Dutch education institutions from the 1980s onwards. How-
ever, some residents have attained (additional) education be-
fore these registers came into existence, abroad, or at insti-
tutions not included in these registers (e.g. private institu-
tions). This means that for 29% of the population information
on education is entirely absent, whereas for some of the ob-
served 71%, educational attainment is underestimated. Here,
we present a unique method developed to deal with these de-
ficiencies. By combining and integrating administrative data

and data from the Dutch Labour Force Survey in a unique way,
Statistics Netherlands can make valid inference to the popu-
lation level on the basis of incomplete coverage. We compute
weights for individuals not observed in any register but who
were observed in the survey, with these survey observations
effectively being treated as though they are a random sam-
ple from the unobserved population. Furthermore, we impute
scores for individuals observed in only registers to correct for
the undercoverage of education. Finally, a bootstrap approach
is applied to assess uncertainty of statistical outcomes. Taken
together, this method allows valid inference to the popula-
tion level, generating point estimates as well as estimates of
uncertainty.
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