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This paper introduces the three UK Census Longitudinal Stud-
ies (UKLSs), and the data, including availability of linked ad-
ministrative data. It discusses their size and scope, and link-
age of the 2021/22 Census data. Arrangements for access-
ing the data from the user support units and some key areas
for research are also highlighted. Each of the UKLSs takes
a sample of the population from Census data and follows it
across time, linking administrative data, with capacity to link
further data at low level geographies. The UKLSs provide
unparalleled coverage and sample sizes which allow research
using risk factors and outcomes often unavailable from other
sources. The ONS Longitudinal Study has 50 years of follow-
up 1971–2021. It follows a 1% sample of the England &

Wales population linked to births, deaths and cancer registra-
tion data. The Scottish Longitudinal Study has 31 years of
follow-up 1991–2022, and linkages include health, education
and environmental data (e.g. pollution), births, deaths, mar-
riages. It covers a 5% sample of the Scottish population. The
Northern Ireland Longitudinal Study covers 28% of population
with 40 years of follow-up 1981–2021 and linkages to datasets
including health (e.g., prescribing data), births, deaths, mar-
riages and property data. Linkage of the 2021/22 Census data
to each of the studies enables researchers to examine changes
taking place in 2011–2021/2 period, which saw Brexit and the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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