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This study employs Australian Census data linked to
population-based administrative datasets to explore dispari-
ties in educational attainment and earnings trajectories over
time among Australian-born children of diverse parental migra-
tion backgrounds from mid-adolescence to late-twenties. Non-
English Speaking Background (NESB) second-generation im-
migrants exhibit superior academic outcomes, primarily driven
by children of parents from select Asian countries. These in-
dividuals are more likely to complete higher education, par-
ticularly bachelor’s and master’s degrees, and specialise in
fields such as management and commerce, health, natural
and physical sciences, and engineering. Children of NESB
immigrant parents initially earn less than their peers with
Australian-born parents at ages 21–22. However, this gap

closes by ages 23–24 and reverses by ages 26–27, with chil-
dren of NESB fathers out-earning their counterparts by ages
28–29. Conversely, children of English-Speaking Background
(ESB) immigrant parents, who exhibit weaker academic per-
formance, also experience lower earnings compared to peers
with Australian-born parents. This disparity emerges by ages
22–23 and widens throughout the study period, peaking at
ages 28–29. The findings underscore the academic and eco-
nomic advantages of NESB second-generation immigrants,
contrasting with the challenges faced by ESB migrant coun-
terparts, and highlight the importance of considering parental
migration backgrounds in understanding post-school outcomes
of Australian-born children of immigrant parents.
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