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Local and state governments routinely integrate data for public
benefit, yet equity is rarely considered. This oversight raises
concerns, as integrated data increasingly serve as the foun-
dation for government action. This session shares insights
from research conducted in the U.S. from 2018-2025 to cen-
ter equity in data access and use. This participatory action
research (PAR) was convened by Actionable Intelligence for
Social Policy (AISP) and resulted in a Toolkit (2025, 2020)
and Workbook (2025) widely used by government, community,
and academic partners. The Toolkit and Workbook aim to
support organizations seeking to acknowledge and compensate
for the harms and bias baked into data and practice. In 2025,
just before publication of the updates, the federal context in
the United States changed drastically, posing new questions

about how to center equity and protect those represented in
the data. AISP chose not to amend our planned publication,
despite widespread restrictions on the use of race explicit lan-
guage. But in response to changes in the federal landscape,
AISP also put together an informal memo to support state
and local data practitioners in responding to the new federal
administration and its priorities. The memo includes guidance
and resources for accessing federal data, safeguarding state
and local data, legal changes, data collection, methodological
considerations, tracking and communicating changes, and ad-
vocacy. The memo, like the Toolkit and Workbook, has been
a collaborative effort to respond to contemporary challenges.
This session will discuss this changing context, and the impli-
cations for data practitioners working to center equity.
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