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To advance First Nations (FN) data sovereignty in Manitoba
by developing and implementing FN-specific training initiatives
that build community capacity in epidemiology, biostatistics,
data analysis, and data utilization. The First Nations Health
and Social Secretariat of Manitoba (FNHSSM) established a
regional training institute, youth training programs, and a mo-
bile training lab designed to support FN leaders and commu-
nity members in developing data skills grounded in FN meth-
ods and analytic frameworks. All training is FN-specific, rec-
ognizing the distinct policy and data contexts of First Nations
in Canada. Development and facilitation have been guided
by FNHSSM’s Grandmother’s Circle, with curriculum tailored
through collaboration with Knowledge Keepers and local guest
speakers to ensure cultural relevance and community align-
ment. In 2026, the mobile training lab will be piloted in

FN communities to further enhance access and adaptability.
These training initiatives strengthen community-level capacity,
reduce reliance on external entities to conduct FN analyses,
and support communities in asserting control over their data
through the use of FN tools and frameworks. Equipped with
these skills, trained individuals can participate meaningfully in
data interpretation and decision-making and collaborate with
external partners on their own terms. By building robust,
community-driven data capacity, FNHSSM’s training initia-
tives promote FN data sovereignty and support communities
in accessing and applying their own data to inform resource
planning, respond to outbreaks and pandemics, and advocate
for social justice where data already exists. This work reflects
a transformative pathway for FN self-determination in data
governance and public health.
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