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Objectives
• To explore use cases and characteristics of synthetic data

that make it useful for research.

• To discuss governance frameworks essential for the rou-
tine creation, dissemination, and use of synthetic data.

• Drawing on the experience of international participants,
explore measures to mitigate risks to data privacy and
public perception relating to synthetic data creation and
use whilst maximising its utility.

Approach
Presenters provided context and insights on definitions and
interpretations of synthetic data, including debates about fi-
delity and disclosure risk; known benefits of synthetic data and
use cases; and its costs and challenges from the perspective
of data owners, data providers and the public. This informed
discussions in breakout groups aligned to the objectives. Par-
ticipants self-identified as data service providers/processors,
academic researchers, data owners, and/or ‘other’.

Results
• Characteristics identified as important across a variety

of use cases included accessibility, structure and format
to match the real data, and documentation.

• The most popular measure to mitigate risks was clear
and detailed documentation (metadata, codebooks, user
guides, limitations, creation methods etc).

• Training was identified as an important benefit and use
case of synthetic data across the participant groups.

• The most popular challenge identified by data service
providers/processors and ‘other’ was lack of governance
and standards; whilst for researchers, this was the veri-
fication of the synthetic data and the potential for it to
be incorrectly interpreted.

Conclusions
There is a demand across stakeholder groups for synthetic data
for a range of uses. Synthetic datasets should be accompanied
by clear and detailed documentation and provided within an
agreed governance framework.
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