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Objective

In Scotland, the link between alcohol consumption and vio-
lent crime remains a significant concern. This study aims to
explore the association between assault-related incidents cap-
tured by health services in Scotland and the availability and
density of alcohol premises in Scotland.

Approach

Scotland has experienced an overall decline in violence in the
last years; however, this trend varies significantly across differ-
ent regions. Research has shown the importance of analysing
the spatial and social contexts in which violence occurs. Us-
ing linked administrative data from ambulance services and a
geographically aggregated dataset of the location of licensed
outlets selling alcohol, we explore the link between place, al-
cohol premises densities and violence using regression models.

Results

Our findings show that violent incidents are concentrated in
the most deprived areas and places with higher availability of
alcohol premises. However, areas with a higher number of
off-sales premises showed a higher prevalence of violent inci-
dents than those with a higher number of on-sales premises.
In addition, violent incidents exhibit an uptick during week-
ends, evenings, and early mornings, suggesting a link to the
night-time economy.

Conclusions and Implications

The persistence of violence in Scotland, particularly in deprived
areas with high concentrations of alcohol outlets, emphasise
the need for public policies and interventions aimed at mit-
igating the adverse effects of alcohol-related violence. Data
linkage between health services and police can contribute to
understanding the spatial and social contexts in which violence
occurs and could inform the design of focused crime prevention
and public health approaches.
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