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Adapting infrastructure for evidence creation and dissemina-
tion involves taking new technological, social, and environ-
mental realities into account. Adaptations should also respond
to what hasn’t changed: structural disincentives to evidence
use among intended users. This presentation addresses the
understudied problem of how administrative data systems go
beyond enabling access to information – how data linkages or
other infrastructure impacts policymakers or other intended
information users. It addresses data sharing and data use, as
well as public engagement and involvement.

A recent practitioner convening examined how new ad-
ministrative data infrastructure can catalyze evidence-building,
and, specifically explored the incentives and disincentives for
stakeholders’ use of evidence from evaluations. Participants
discussed the multiple functions of evaluations for nonprofits,
funders, policymakers, and communities, and shared lessons
in capacity building from the recent history of nonprofit &
human services evaluation. Preliminary results from this con-
vening will be discussed in terms of their broader implications
for the use of information resulting from future large-scale data
linkages.

Broadly, the convening validated the hypothesis that ef-
forts to increase the availability of evidence often proceed
without sufficient consideration of the history of non-uptake
of evidence, and that there has been limited acknowledgement
of this problem by practitioners of evidence generation. Much
work is needed within the evaluation & evidence, and nonprofit
sector to address this challenge. Key themes for this work that
emerged during the convening will illustrate what might work
and what won’t work to address the non-uptake of evidence
more broadly.

https://doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v9i5.2877
September 2024 © The Authors. Open Access under CC BY 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en)

http://www.ijpds.org
https://doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v9i5.2877
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Temporary page!

LATEX was unable to guess the total number of pages correctly. As there was some unprocessed data that should have been added
to the final page this extra page has been added to receive it.

If you rerun the document (without altering it) this surplus page will go away, because LATEX now knows how many pages to
expect for this document.


