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Objectives

To build the complete picture of service provision there is a need
to broaden the linked data available to include health, social ser-
vice provision by Local Authorities, and provision of support by
third sector organisations. Data Linkage in Social Care is a pi-
lot project to test the feasibility of linking datasets from a local
authority, the NHS and third sector organisations. The focus of
this work is individual level data from adults who are referred
to social services in order to avoid admission to hospital or to
facilitate their discharge from hospital. The data linkage will
include data from statutory and third sector organisations and
services which provide interventions and support in community
settings.

Objectives

The main aims of this research are to:

1. Test the feasibility of linking datasets from Local Author-
ity, the NHS and third sector organisations.

2. Build a more complete picture of service provision using
adults who have been referred to social services in order to
avoid admission to hospital or to facilitate their discharge
from hospital.

3. Assess the range and quality of data available in each of
the relevant organisations providing services to those indi-
viduals.

The research outcome is a better understanding of the utility of
data linkage across statutory and third party organisations.

Approach

A Bangor University led research team partnered with the
Gwynedd Local authority to explore the Governance Issues and
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practicalities of providing an anonymised dataset to the SAIL
databank at Swansea. Two third sector agencies were also ap-
proached. With the various required Service Level Agreements in
place, data were put through the tried and trusted SAIL process
for analysis.

Results

Data relating to well over 20,000 referrals generated by 17,000+
social services clients in Gwynedd Local Authority from the pe-
riod 2008 to 2015 were anonymised into the SAIL databank in
Swansea, and linked to records from primary and secondary care.
We will present results on the success of this process and on the
emerging findings from the linked datasets.
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