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Designed to help solve complex problems facing children and
adults, Generation Victoria is Australia’s largest-ever birth co-
hort, and the only such cohort mounted internationally during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Here, we describe progress in bring-
ing together this ‘cell-to-society’ consented cohort with diverse
existing data and biosamples assets.

GenV is a whole-of-state consented cohort open to all Vic-
torian children born October 2021-October 2023 and their par-
ents. With over 117,000 participants to date (babies, mothers,
fathers and non-binary parents), GenV closely reflects Aus-
tralia’s diverse demographics. At recruitment parents consent
to GenV accessing (a) government managed and routinely col-
lected administrative datasets across health, primary care, ed-
ucation, social care and geospatial and clinical datasets, (b)
residual biosamples, (c) clinical and other service records and
(d) spatial data.

To date, GenV has developed protocols, governance and
technical requirements for linking birthing hospitals clinical
data, state based administrative datasets and residual sam-
ples from statewide pathology labs. In pilot studies we have
achieved high linkages rate (over 98%) with the state-based
linkage spine and with clinical records from one birthing hospi-
tal. Universal newborn blood spot linkage is nearing comple-
tion. We are developing methods to include our natural and
built environment exposome platform, antenatal imaging and
trials data.

While challenging, GenV has encountered no significant
barriers in creating an enduring, linked and secure data re-
source to advance future evidence-based decision making for
child, family and adult outcomes. Our collaborative approach
welcomes partnerships to co-build and enhance the muti-
sectoral data and its utility.
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