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Objective

To highlight the partnership between the Canadian Partnership
for Tomorrow’s Health (CanPath) and Health Data Research
Network (HDRN Canada), which enables researchers to link
CanPath’s health and lifestyle survey data to health records
and related data across multiple regions.

Background

CanPath is a population health study of over 350,000 Canadi-
ans from seven regional cohorts across all ten provinces, mak-
ing it one of the world’s largest population cohorts. HDRN
Canada is a network of member organizations, including
provincial, territorial, and pan-Canadian data centres.

Approach

This partnership leveraged collective expertise and resources to
facilitate the linkage of CanPath’s harmonized data to multi-
regional health and health-related administrative data held at

HDRN Canada’ s data centres. Researchers can access these
data for multi-regional projects through HDRN Canada’s Data
Access Support Hub, which provides a single access portal.

Results

Researchers were able to successfully link CanPath’s survey
data to provincial administrative health data. The collabora-
tion’s streamlined process for data access enhances efficiency
and facilitates pan-Canadian population health research.

Conclusion

This collaboration demonstrates the feasibility and value of
linking population health datasets while demonstrating the
challenges and opportunities associated with accessing na-
tional administrative health data within a federated health
data system.
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Implications
The partnership between CanPath and HDRN Canada has sig-
nificant implications for advancing population health research
in Canada. By providing researchers with access to linked data
from diverse sources, the partnership enables comprehensive
investigations into health determinants, disease patterns, and
clinical outcomes. This enhances the scope and depth of pop-
ulation health research in Canada, thereby leading to a better
understanding of the most pressing health challenges.


