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Objectives
• Describe the sociodemographic and farm business char-

acteristics of farming households in Wales that have
agri-environment contracts (voluntarily opting-in) with-
out primary farm subsidies (voluntarily opting-out).

• Investigate the sociodemographic and farm business
characteristics of farming households in Wales by the
number and type of farming subsidies received.

Approach
We utilised the AD|ARC dataset comprising of Census 2011
variables, linked to agricultural and business variables for all
farming households in Wales.

We analysed variables relating to the individual (e.g. age,
gender), household (e.g. household size, structure), farm busi-
ness (e.g. farm type, diversification activities) and rural pay-
ments data (subsidy type, amount paid).

We conducted comparative analyses between three
groups of farming households: households engaged in agri-
environmental schemes but not primary subsidies, households
engaged with both subsidy types, and households claiming pri-
mary subsidies only.

Results
We will present a detailed description of the sociodemographic
and business characteristics of farming households by the num-
ber and type of subsidies claimed and engagement with agri-
environmental schemes.

Using business, personal, and household characteristics, we
will discuss different farming household typologies in relation
to participation in agri-environmental schemes, and outline the
relationship between farming households and positive environ-
mental action.

Full findings will be presented at the conference but are
currently subject to information governance restrictions.

With an increasing interest in climate change and support-
ing the natural environment, our findings provide insight into
the characteristics of farming households and their relationship
to engagement with agri-environmental schemes. Our results
will inform policy-makers seeking to support farming and the
rural environment.
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