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Objective and Approach
The Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA) is the
largest national longitudinal cohort study, following ∼50,000
adults across 10 provinces for at least 20 years. Health
Data Research Network (HDRN) Canada is a distributed pan-
Canadian network including members in all 13 provinces and
territories. In February 2021, the organizations partnered with
the objective to provide researchers with efficient access to
multi-regional CLSA data linked to other health/health-related
data through HDRN Canada’s data centres. A Steering Com-
mittee was convened including representatives from all parties
to oversee the process from data sharing agreements (DSAs),
negotiating terms of access, through to data transfer and link-
age.

Results
In Spring 2024, linkage was complete at four data centres
(Ontario, New Brunswick, British Columbia, and Nova Sco-
tia), with a DSA also in place for Newfoundland and Labrador.
DSAs are nearing approval at three others (Manitoba, Prince
Edward Island, and Quebec), and in progress in Alberta.
Saskatchewan is working towards participation.

Conclusions
The HDRN Canada-CLSA partnership is on the way to mak-
ing linked provincial CLSA cohort data available in all partici-
pating jurisdictions, facilitated by streamlined agreements and
processes.

Implications
Collaborative efforts of organizations such as HDRN Canada
and CLSA to foster data linkages and streamline data access
at a multi-regional level offers an unparalleled opportunity to
explore the intersection between aging and health care uti-
lization. Research enabled by this initiative will inform health
care decision making and evidence-based policy development
at multiple levels, from the individual to multiple levels of gov-
ernment.
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