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Introduction

To prevent abuse, neglect and poor outcomes for children and
families, including child protection intervention, maltreatment,
and removals, it is critical to understand the scale and timing
of child protection system contacts to identify opportunities
for early prevention.

Objectives and Approach

We quantified the cumulative incidence of child protection
contacts during childhood, including initial reports, screened-
in reports, investigations, substantiations and removal into
out-of-home-care, among all children in two Australian states.
We used child protection system data linked for the South
Australian (SA) BEBOLD and NSW Child E-Cohort data plat-
forms as the numerator, and census data for the denominator,
for 571,497 SA children (birth-years 1991-2019) and 1,362,505
NSW children (birth-years 2005-2018).

Results

Of children born in 2005 (NSW SA): Two in five children were
reported to child protection by age 14; one in ten children
were the subject of a child protection investigation in NSW
and SA; one in twelve children in NSW and one in 17 in SA,
were substantiated at least once; and one in 35 children in
NSW and one in 40 in SA were removed into out-of-home
care at least once by age 14. Approximately half of all types
of child protection contact first occurred by the child’s fourth
birthday.
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Conclusions/Implications

The scale of lifecourse child protection contact underscores
the opportunities for early health and social supports to pre-
vent child maltreatment and escalating child protection inter-
vention. Child protection reports also represent an asset to
generate public health intelligence to inform early prevention.
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