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Objective

Trusted Research Environments (TREs) rely on Data Con-
tributor Agreements (DCAs) and Data Access Agreements
(DAAs) to bind organisations to terms and conditions in place
to protect data. Our objective is to develop and drive adoption
of DCA and DAA standardised templates which are optimised
for data science in TREs. This is intended to reduce delays
arising from the legal review process yet must not compromise
on the safeguards needed for trustworthy data science.

Approach

A template DAA and DCA have been developed by the Pan-
UK Data Governance Steering Group of the UK Health Data
Research Alliance, underpinned by a core set of principles, and
informed by a benchmarking exercise of existing DCAs/DAAs
and meaningful involvement of public members and stakehold-
ers.

Results

Principles for TRE data contribution and data access in TREs
have been mapped to core DCA and DAA terms for UK-based
TREs and assigned to Five Safes’ categories. Flexibility will
be ensured by including terms specific to TREs or specific
data/data owners in customisable annexes to the agreements.
Public views obtained through public involvement and engage-
ment (PIE) activities have been formative in the development
of the outputs.

Conclusions

By providing a familiar structure and terms, the templates
should build trust among data owners and the UK public and
provide clarity to all parties on their data protection obliga-
tions.

Implications
This familiar structure and terms are intended to accelerate
data research by enabling faster ingress of data into TREs and
approval of projects, enabling more timely research.
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