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Objective and Approach

The study aimed to utilise multiple population-wide linked ad-
ministrative, health, and survey data sources to identify vic-
tims from violence across various sociodemographic groups
using healthcare service interactions. We calculated violence
rates for the population of Wales to identify groups of peo-
ple that experience higher rates of violence compared to the
general population.

Our  approach  involved creating an  observa-
tional population-wide e-cohort utilising data held in the
Secure Anonymised Information Linkage (SAIL) Databank.
General practice records, emergency department attendances,
hospital admissions, and the Office of National Statistics
(ONS) deaths register were linked to the Welsh Demographic
Service dataset to include individuals living in Wales, UK
between 2013-2022, allowing for a 10-year analysis.

Results

In total, 3.3 million individuals were included in the study,
with 80,079 individuals having interacted with health services
or died due to violence over the 10-year period. On average,
every 4 per 1000 of the study population had experienced vi-
olence (2013-2022) with the majority of these being captured
through emergency department attendances. 55% were male,
of which 71% were aged under 35. The majority of individuals
lived in the more deprived areas of Wales (61%).

Conclusions and Implications

It is important to understand and quantify violence over time
to produce insight into which sociodemographic groups of in-
dividuals are being disproportionately impacted by violence for
designing disparity-reducing policy interventions. ONS Census
2021 data will be used to examine the impact of violence by
protected characteristics (e.g. disability, race, sexual orienta-
tion) under the UK Equality Act 2010.
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