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Synthetic Data has the potential to improve efficiency of
data analysis for researchers. However, there is no standard
approach to synthetic data governance, access controls or in-
frastructure requirements, and researchers may face inconsis-
tencies in how they can access or use synthetic data across
trusted research environments. We present a federated so-
lution taken by the Scottish Safe Haven Network to address
these barriers to facilitate researcher use of synthetic data.

We documented and evaluated existing governance path-
ways, access controls and infrastructure design for non-
synthetic data across the Network, recognising uniformity
and establishing equivalence using the 5 Safes framework,
ISO27001 standards and the SATRE TRE specification. We
also interviewed current and potential researchers using our
trusted research environments to identify common use cases
for accessing synthetic data. We then mapped researcher re-
quirements against the documented equivalencies, validating
with current and prospective users. We identified several use
cases: to undertake feasibility studies, to understand dataset
structure and format and to write analysis code whilst wait-
ing on the project-specific data to be provided. By mapping
the use cases onto existing governance and access processes
and infrastructure designs, we were able to agree to a standard
application process, access control mechanism, and infrastruc-
ture platform across the Network to provide a consistent pro-
cess for researchers. A federated approach to synthetic data
access will improve the speed at which research can be con-
ducted as well as improving the transparency and consistency
of data governance and access across organisations, ultimately
improving the experience for researchers using TREs.
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