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Background
Australia possesses valuable population health data, yet its
potential for advancing medical product development remains
largely untapped. Transformative growth in the use of linked
data in clinical trials will support Australia’s therapeutic de-
velopment sector to be more responsive in the development of
new therapeutics and the monitoring and surveillance of their
safety and effectiveness.

Methods
We conducted interviews with clinical trialists and data link-
age experts to understand the current state and awareness of
linked data within the clinical trials sector, identify existing
pain points in the linkage process, and explore opportunities
for improving visibility and access for the clinical trials sector.
Researchers represented all stages of the medical product de-
velopment pipeline and had a diverse range of experience with
linked data.

Results
Interviews revealed numerous barriers hindering the clinical tri-
als sector from effectively using linked data, limiting its impact.
Barriers included a lack of awareness, the complexity of the ap-
plication and approval process, and lengthy delays in accessing
data.

Participants readily recognised several ways that linkage of
real-world data could be applied to their work in clinical tri-
als, with pre-recruitment data, measurements of primary and
secondary endpoints, and health economic analysis being the
most consistently noted use cases.

Conclusion
To optimise the use of linked data to support clinical trials and
medical product development in Australia, increased awareness
among the therapeutic development sector regarding available
real-world data and its potential is needed urgently. Lower-
ing the barriers to accessing linked data will enhance health
services and patient outcomes across Australia.
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