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Objective
People living with dementia have increasing care needs as their
condition progresses, and tend to be high users of health and
aged care. Linked data provide an opportunity to better un-
derstand transitions between services, to enable quality and
timely care.

Approach
The pilot study used a new multi-source enduring linked
dataset to analyse the use of health and residential aged care
by Australians living with younger onset dementia between
2011–2016. The subsequent study focused on movements be-
tween hospital and residential aged care for older Australians
who were hospitalised in 2017.

Results
The younger onset dementia cohort comprised 5,400 Aus-
tralians aged 30–69. More than half (58%) the cohort had
moved from the community into residential aged care by the
end of the study period. Of these, 21% had a hospital stay
while living in the community that ended with entry to residen-
tial aged care. This important transition point was analysed
further using a dementia cohort of 79,000 people aged 65 and
over. One in 4 people (23%) with dementia who were living in
the community moved into residential aged care within 7 days
of a hospital stay. This group spent 20 days longer in hospital
than other older people. People living in aged care were less
likely than those in the community to return to hospital during
the following year.

Conclusions
These results can help inform planning of community-based
dementia support services, improve coordination of care, and
investigate sources of delay for people awaiting entry to aged
care.
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