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Objective

To investigate highest level of educational attainment in farm-
ing households compared to rural non-farming households in
Wales.

Approach

We used the AD|ARC dataset of households in Wales receiving
farming subsidies in 2010.

We included farming households containing at least one
member reporting an Agricultural Main Occupation (AMO)
and households where all members reported Non-Agricultural
Main Occupations (Non-AMOQ) but farming occurs.

Utilising Census 2011 variables relating to age, gender, ed-
ucation and occupation we conducted comparative analyses
of educational attainment within AMO, Non-AMO and non-
farming rural households at both an individual and household
level.
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Results

Findings will be presented comparing the educational attain-
ment for AMO individuals with matched individuals within
Non-AMO and non-farming rural households. At the house-
hold level, we calculated the highest level of education attained
within each household and will present results comparing the
highest household level of education between each group. We
will present detailed results regarding the structure and edu-
cational attainment within these households.

Full results and findings will be presented at the confer-
ence but are currently subject to information governance re-
strictions.

Conclusion

One indicator of resilience amongst farmers and farm house-
holds is ability to respond to economic and non-economic pres-
sures by adopting new practices and techniques or reducing
reliance on farming via diversification or off-farm employment.
As educational attainment is closely correlated to acquisition
of skills and is a gateway to employment, understanding rela-
tive and absolute levels of attainment is important in identify-
ing need and devising policies which support agricultural and
rural communities.
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