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Objectives

To evaluate the influences of low birthweight and socioeconomic
status upon child development disorders

Methods

It has been recognised that low birthweight and socio-economic
status impact cognitive development in children. Previous stud-
ies in Scotland investigated this relationship using the Scot-
tish Mental Health Survey 1932, the Growing Up in Scotland
(GUS) longitudinal survey, and the Aberdeen Children of the
1950s study. This paper examines this using the Scottish Lon-
gitudinal Study (SLS) linked with Maternity Inpatient and Day
Case records and Child Health Systems Programme Pre-School
(CHSP Pre-School) records. This is original because it extends
previous work through large-scale contemporary data which has
been routinely collected and is representative of the Scottish
population. It also includes a novel design through the use of
birth data from parents and children recorded within the SLS.

Results

From this research it was identified that these child development
measures were strongly associated with gestational-age specific
birthweight and that fine motor, social and hearing abnormal-
ities were much more likely for children with parents in lower
grade occupations or who were long-term unemployed. These
associations were net of other indicators of family socioeconomic
position and birth outcomes, suggesting that infants from disad-
vantaged backgrounds remained more likely to experience these
conditions beyond the differences that could be explained by
other relevant factors (such as their birthweight).

Conclusion
These findings confirm and build upon previous analysis through
the use of linked administrative data.
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