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Objectives

ADARC is a partnership of six government departments and
three research institutions across ADR-UK aiming to build four
Research Ready Datasets about farming households. A|ARC
requires government data linking experts to work closely
with agricultural statisticians and academics across traditional
boundaries pooling a wide range of data and expertise.

Methods

The ADARC partnership aims to build a model of collabora-
tive working for administrative data research. ADARC brings
together those collecting data with those linking and analysing
de-identified data and eventually those using results to develop
future policies. The data is from several different sources at in-
dividual, household and business levels requiring new method-
ologies developed by this collaboration. ADARC is also work-
ing between all four ADR centres to share learning across the
ADR network building relationships for future projects beyond
agriculture. The linkage process has been different in all four
nations but this has offered new learning for all involved.
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Results

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Phase 1 of the project has
been slower than hoped. However, ADARC has shown that
it is possible to conduct a truly UK-wide four nation project.
Data linking is underway in all four nations bringing together
data on individuals, households and businesses and analysis
has begun in Wales and England. The project to date has
faced the usual challenges of data acquisition and data quality
issues which the partnership approach has been vital for over-
coming. Despite this, we've demonstrated that there's a huge
level of enthusiasm for working together across organisational
barriers. ADARC has just been funded for Phase 2 to expand
the datasets in scope and explore the feasibility of linking in
spatial data.

Conclusion

ADARC has created a model which demonstrates that part-
nership working is essential for fully achieving the objective
of ADR UK of unlocking the potential of administrative data.
The lessons of ADARC also provides a powerful case study for
future cross-UK projects far beyond agriculture.
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