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Objectives

Access to cross-jurisdictional data can be beneficial to re-
searchers but challenges exist in accessing data from differ-
ent legal jurisdictions and policy environments. Two national
networks in Australia and Canada will share their respective
approaches to supporting the discovery of, and coordinating
applications and approvals for, cross-jurisdictional data access.

Approach

Collaboration between these two networks in the last year have
allowed members to gain a better understanding of the ap-
proaches that have been put in place to support the coordina-
tion of cross-jurisdictional data applications. Through regular
inter-network discussion and joint workshops, we have gained
insight into the similarities, differences and challenges faced by
each and identified common goals for continued shared learn-
ings.
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Results

Similarities and differences exist between the approach and
processes each network has implemented to coordinate appli-
cations for cross-jurisdictional data. In both countries, a single
point of contact model has been key in coordinating data re-
quests centrally. Whereas in one country, virtual access to
linked data is provided centrally, different legal and policy en-
vironments across jurisdictions in another country are barriers
to accessing data in one location. Each network has developed
processes and tools to meet researcher needs while respecting
local requirements and are turning to innovative strategies.
For example, one network is developing infrastructure to sup-
port analysis of data in a distributed way, and both groups are
creating centralized tools to streamline the data discovery and
access processes to improve researcher experience.

Conclusion

The coordination of applications for cross-jurisdictional data
access by two national networks has streamlined researcher
access, but challenges exist to fully meet researcher needs for
cross-jurisdictional analyses. The continued cross-network col-
laboration will allow for shared learning opportunities and de-
velopment of innovative solutions to tackle challenges related
to cross-jurisdictional data access.
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