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Objectives
The importance of the decennial census is clear, but the 2020
Census faced unprecedented challenges with unknown effects
on data quality. To assist data users in identifying deviations
between expected counts and the released counts across pop-
ulation and housing indicators, we developed the 2020 Census
County Assessment Tool. The tool offers contextual data for
each county in the US on factors which could have contributed
to census collection issues, including COVID-19, internet-first
response, natural disasters, and broadband access rates. The
tool also allows users to quickly see the distributions of diver-
gence across race, ethnicity, and housing, allowing a user to
dive into the data for their specific use. The tool compiles this
information into downloadable reports and points users to ad-
ditional local data sources or experts to seek more assistance.

This tool assists planners, administrators, policymakers, teach-
ers and students, reporters, researchers, and anyone interested
in census data in identifying strategies for utilizing census data
appropriately. This tool particularly provides resources to data
users interested in the accurate enumeration of race and eth-
nicity, pointing users to areas which may need additional at-
tention for the 2030 census. This tool can assist users in
intercensal planning, count review requests, population esti-
mates challenges, funding allocation corrections, Get Out the
Count investment strategies, and more. This presentation will
discuss the development process and methodology of the tool,
as well as our plans for future additions and other tools we are
in the process of creating.
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