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Objectives

To: (1) outline the research produced using linked data from
the Registry of Senior Australians (ROSA) which informed
the recommendations from Australia’s Royal Commission into
Aged Care Quality and Safety (delivered February 2021); (2)
describe the Australian Government Aged Care Roadmap Re-
forms (announced May 2021) resulting from the recommen-
dations.

Approach

ROSA was established in 2017 and is led by a partnership of
scientists, clinicians, aged care providers and consumer advo-
cates from nine organisations seeking to improve the lives of
Australians in aged care. ROSA is a Clinical Quality Registry
comprised of linked national and cross-jurisdictional aged and
health care data and includes a national historical de-identified
cohort (3.5 million individuals, 2002-2020) and a prospectively
enrolled cohort in the state of South Australia (26,600 individ-
uals, 2018-current). This is a summary of ROSA's high-quality
evidence used by the Royal Commission and translation of this
evidence into policy by leveraging existing data infrastructure.
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Results

Between 2019-2020 the ROSA team led the delivery of four in-
depth reports for the Royal Commission, contributed data and
expertise to an additional four published Commission reports.
Examples of ROSA outputs informing the Commissions’ rec-
ommendations included: evidence of national increased psy-
chotropic medication use following entry to residential aged
care, evidence of higher risk of mortality and entry to perma-
nent care while waiting for home care packages, development
of quality indicators to monitor quality and safety of care na-
tionally, and to facilitate international comparisons and bench-
marking. Examples of recommendations included in the Aus-
tralian Government Aged Care Roadmap: release of substan-
tial funding to increase the availability of home care packages,
public reporting system for quality and safety monitoring and
several changes to medication management.

Conclusion and Relevance

Registries are key resources for high quality real-world evidence
generation needed to inform national investigations, ultimately
leading to significant sector reform. The ROSA experience
highlights that cross-sectoral data linkages, together with tech-
nical expertise, informed by clinicians and consumers, are in-
valuable resources for system reform and policy generation.
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