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Linked data presents different social and ethical issues
for different contexts and communities. The Statistics New
Zealand Integrated Data Infrastructure (IDI) is a collection
of de-identified whole-population administrative datasets that
researchers are increasingly using to answer pressing social
and policy research questions. Our work seeks to provide
an overview of the IDI, associated issues for Māori (the In-
digenous peoples of New Zealand), and steps to realise Māori
data aspirations. In this paper, we first introduce the IDI
including what it is and how it developed. We then move
to an overview of Māori Data Sovereignty. Our paper then
turns to examples of organisations, agreements, and frame-
works which seek to make the IDI and data better for Māori
communities. We then discuss the main issues with the IDI for
Māori including technical issues, deficit-framed work, involve-
ment from communities, consent, social license, further data
linkage, and barriers to access for Māori. We finish with a set
of recommendations around how to improve the IDI for Māori,
making sure that Māori can get the most out of administra-
tive data for our communities. These include the need to build
data researcher capacity and capability for Māori, Māori data
co-governance and accountability, reducing practical and skill
barriers for access by Māori and Māori organisations, providing
robust, consistent and transparent practice exemplars for best
practice, and potentially even abolishing the IDI and starting
again. These issues are being worked through via Indigenous
engagement and co-governance processes that could provide
useful exemplars for Indigenous and community engagement
with linked data resources.
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