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Significant data linkage work is taking place across gov-
ernment, as highlighted in a recent review by the Office for
Statistics Regulation (“Joining up Data for Better Statistics”).
This review provided insights on the scale of the data link-
age work in government and its potential future opportuni-
ties. Based on this we are conducting a National Statistician’s
Quality Review (NSQR) on data linkage.

These reviews investigate topics of current statistical in-
terest and innovation with contributions from subject matter
experts. The aims of this NSQR are to report on state-of-
the-art data linkage methods and join up government work on
data linkage to break down silos and share best practice.

We have scoped key topics of interest and linkage chal-
lenges by searching the literature and engaging with stake-
holders across government and wider. Areas of interest in-
clude quality assurance of linkage, linking more than two data
sources, linking encrypted data and challenges with data shar-
ing and access for linking. Following this we approached recog-
nised data linking experts e.g. academics, the private sector,
the Office for National Statistics (ONS), wider Government
Statistical Service (GSS) and other National Statistical Insti-
tutes (NSIs) to identify state-of-the-art linkage methods. This
NSQR will outline the challenges faced across the GSS and set
out the steps that should to be taken across the statistical sys-
tem, building on the state-of-the-art data linkage methods set
out by the experts.

We will present our progress and provisional findings on
the leading methods being discussed in the review, as well as
potential next steps for facilitating a more joined up way of
working across the GSS to improve data linkage.
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