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There has been an increasing demand for analytics and re-
search related to cross-cutting and horizontal issues in Canada,
such as in the domains of housing, aging and immigration.
Very often policy makers and stakeholders are posing a full
spectrum of questions around a specific topic, requiring mul-
tidisciplinary evidence and data. Statistics Canada has a long
history of record linkage. Over the past decade, the number
of record linkage projects has increased exponentially. Sev-
eral established platforms have been developed to facilitate
linkage – Canadian Employer and Employer Database which
brings together tax and employment records from both em-
ployees and employers; the Social Data Linkage Environment
created to support linkages at the individuals level across
a broad spectrum of social data (health, justice, education,
socio-economic); and the Linkable File Environment for busi-
ness data.

The breadth of our data holdings married with record link-
age capabilities allows the creation of data sets that crosses
disciplines and areas or research. This presentation will show-
case the innovative data integration approaches that Statistics
Canada has advanced to meet the inter-disciplinary data needs.

Statistics Canada are pioneering in some innovative link-
ages across various domains to help answer cross-cutting ques-
tions. For example, Longitudinal Administrative Databank
linking longitudinal tax records to numerous other data files
including tax records of spouses and children in the household,
longitudinal Immigration Database linkage key and health
records, is used to study economic impact of hospitalization,
as well as better understand health outcomes of immigrants
by various dimensions including socio-economic status. Other
examples include the pilot projects linking Canadian Financial
Capability Survey to tax records, to gauge the relationship be-
tween financial literacy and annual retirement savings behavior
and Intergenerational Income Database being linked to Census
to understand socio-economic factors affecting the intergen-
erational mobility.

Rapid growth in data availability for research also poses
new challenges on IM/IT, governance, access, capacity build-
ing, etc. As Statistics Canada has moved on a path of mod-
ernization, data integration is key to the development of new
data sources to fill information gaps as we move forward.

∗Corresponding Author:
Email Address: li.xue@canada.ca (L Xue)

https://doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v4i3.1209
November 2019 c© The Authors. Open Access under CC BY 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en)

http://www.ijpds.org
mailto:li.xue@canada.ca
https://doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v4i3.1209
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en

