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State and local agencies administering programs have in
their administrative data a powerful resource for policy analy-
sis to inform evaluation and guide improvement of their pro-
grams. Understanding different aspects of their administrative
data quality is critical for agencies to conduct such analyses
and to improve their data for future use. However, state and
local agencies often lack the resources and training for staff
to conduct rigorous evaluations of data quality. We describe
our efforts developing tools that can be used to assess data
quality as well as the challenges encountered in constructing
these tools. The toolkit focuses on critical dimensions of qual-
ity for analyzing an administrative dataset, including checks
on data accuracy, the completeness of the records, and the
comparability of the data over time and among subgroups of
interest. State and local administrative databases often in-
clude a longitudinal component which our toolkit also aims to
exploit to help evaluate data quality. While we seek to de-
velop general tools for common data quality analyses, most
administrative datasets have particularities that can benefit
from a customized analysis building on our toolkit. In addi-
tion, we incorporate data visualization to draw attention to
sets of records or variables that contain outliers or for which
quality may be a concern.
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