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Medical records are a type of administrative record with
rich potential for research of behavioral health and health pol-
icy. Developments in electronic health records (EHR) can in-
crease access to data contained in medical records but also
present some unusual challenges for research. This presenta-
tion summarizes recent literature describing the use of EHR in
research and identifies issues for consideration in the prepara-
tion of research design and protocols for data collection and
preparation. The discussion is presented in a framework for
evaluation of data quality and fitness for use.
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