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Objectives
This study aims to create a cohort that includes maternal men-
tal health, emergency department utilisation during pregnancy,
and child health and development outcomes. However, to do
this, it will be necessary to assess the usability of the ECHILD
linkage ’spines’ for answering such research questions.

Methods
A cohort with one row per individual (mother and baby) for
birth year 2012/3 will be created by linking health and edu-
cational records over a 12-year period using the ECHILD-MB
and the Pupil Matching Reference. These will include the Min-
imum Mental Health Dataset (MMHDS), Hospital Episode
Statistic for Admitted Patient Care (HES-APC), Emergency
Department attendance and admission (HES-A&E), School
Census, Early Years Census and Key Stage 1 (KS1). This
will include social-demographic data, health care utilisation,
diagnostic groups for any hospital attendance and admission,
and outcomes and educational outcomes for the child from the
National Pupil Database.

Results
The process of data linkage and challenges and opportunities
that other researchers can learn from, will be presented.

Conclusion
Mothers’ mental health and utilisation of emergency services
during pregnancy has been linked to their child’s health and
increased utilisation of those services in the first year of life
[1], ECHILD offers to extend this to the whole of England and
to include the impact on the child’s educational outcomes.
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