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Objective

In the rapidly evolving landscape of digital health, data shar-
ing using primary health care records has gained prominence.
Linking primary care data with other administrative health
datasets has the potential to provide a whole-of-life perspec-
tive on the patient journey and improve health outcomes. This
study aimed to gain insight into Australian General Practition-
ers’ (GPs) perspectives on the use of general practice health
records for research and data linkage.

Approach

The study employed a mixed-methods approach. We con-
ducted semi-structured interviews with GPs who had little ex-
perience of data sharing, focusing on understanding the chal-
lenges and opportunities that increased data sharing poses.
We also conducted a three-round modified Delphi study with
GPs with experience of and interest in research and data shar-
ing to refine recommendations for data sharing using general
practice data.

Results

In this paper we describe the findings from both arms of the
study and compare their recommendations to contribute to a
nuanced understanding of general practitioners’ views on data
linkage and sharing in general practice.

Conclusions and Implications

Bridging the knowledge gap between novices and expert prac-
titioners, the findings will inform policies, practices, and ini-
tiatives to address the ethical, legal and social implications of
data sharing in general practice settings in Australia.
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