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Supplementary Table 1: Interview guide for researchers and research staff

Participant Background
1. Describe your role (e.g., researcher, research staff, graduate student/trainee, other).
2. How long have you been in this role?
3. Briefly describe the research involving administrative heath data that you have been directly involved with (e.g., content area,
databases used, single/multi-jurisdictional, etc.)
4. is your involvement in the data access process?

Facts Related to the Case
5. What is involved in accessing administrative health data for research via [repository X]?
– Required reviews and approvals
– Application preparation and submission
– Relevant policies and legislation
– Data-related costs

6. Do these things change if you are linking to external datasets? Doing a multi-province study? If so, how?

Experiences Accessing Data
7. How would you describe your experiences accessing administrative health data for research purposes via [repository x]?
– Challenges
– Barriers and enablers

8. How long does it take to get access to data to your study data?
– Is that satisfactory?
– Why do you think it takes that amount of time?

Specific Factors Affecting Data Access/Timely Data Access
9. In your opinion, what are the main factors affecting researchers’ ability to access administrative health data for research
purpose in [province x]?
– Resources
– Supports available to assist with accessing data
– Provincial information legislation
– Your personal knowledge and experience

10. Regarding the overall process of accessing administrative health data for research in [province X]:
– Is there a clear pathway?
– Is the process transparent?
– Are the oversight/approval bodies involved responsive?
– Are there “bottlenecks” in the process? If so, where?

11. Does the feedback provided to you during the data access process reflect an understanding of the research and related risks?
If not, please explain.
12. Are there certain databases or types of data that are harder to get access to than others? If so, please explain.

Closing
13. Do you have any final comments about accessing administrative health data for research purposes in [province x] that you
would like share?
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Supplementary Table 2: Interview guide for researchers and research staff

Participant Background
1. Relevant to data access, how would you describe your current role (e.g., data custodian, REB member, privacy committee
member, other)?
– What are your main responsibilities?
– What is the main aim of objective of your role?

2. How long have you been in this role?
3. Please describe your background and how you came be in this role.

Note: All subsequent questions will be adapted based on the individual’s role.

Facts related to the case
4. For researchers who require access to administrative health data for research purposes
–What are the required reviews and approvals relevant to [regulatory body x]?
–What happens once the researcher submits an application to [regulatory body x]?
–What happens once to [regulatory body x] decides to approve or reject an application?

Perspectives on the use and regulation of administrative health data for research
5. What are your thoughts on the use of administrative health data for research?
6. What are your thoughts on the processes involved in gaining access to administrative health data for research?
– What is the workload involved for researchers? Those in regulatory/oversight roles?
– Can current processes be streamlined?

7. What are your thoughts on the policies that are in place?
– Are they documented and accessible to you?
– Are the requirements clear?

Factors affecting researchers’ access to administrative health data for research
8. What things impact your decision/the decision of [regulatory body x] to approve an application?
9. Once approval has been granted, what are some things that impact the time it takes for the researcher get access to the
requested dataset?
10. What do you think are the main factors that impact researchers’ ability to access administrative health data for research?
11. What do you think are the main factors impacting the timeliness with which researchers are able to access administrative
health data?

Regulatory Role
12. How would you describe your level of knowledge/expertise with regard to:
– The methodological aspects of research involving administrative health data?
– Ethical/legislative requirements related to disclosures of health information for research?
– Issues related to privacy and confidentiality?

13. What organization/institutional supports are currently available to you to support you in your role?
14. What additional supports would assist you in your role?

Closing
15. Do you have any final comments about accessing administrative health data for research purposes in [province x] that you
would like share?
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